
CHICAGO NATIONAL CEMETERY

Just as it pioneered the concept of the skyscraper by building up to 
contain the living, it is fitting and proper that Chicago would 

embrace the idea of building down to house the dead.
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Chicago National Cemetery
The abandoned Saint Stephen’s Church acts as an ideal seed for a 
deep-plunge mausoleum to serve as the new CHICAGO NATIONAL 
CEMETERY. 

From South Blackstone Avenue pallbearers carry the casket through 
the former church’s existing main entrance, through the elevator and 
onto a raised hydraulic platform. Loved ones gather first in the Lobby 
before climbing the two sets of stairs to the Upper Chapel where the 
casket is prominently displayed in a circular bed of white lilies. A 
suspended reflector cone made of stretched gossamer fabric 
illuminates the underside of the restored Guastavino tile dome. The 
entire space is thus bathed in bright daylight.

After a “graveside” service the casket is ceremonially lowered down 
through the field of lilies. From there it is moved to the elevator 
where the casket is interred into one of the eleven levels of 
Subterranean Crypts animated by reflections from a circular 
Reflecting Pool. There it will remain in a contemplative space where 
friends, loved ones and a grateful nation can pay their respects. 

National Cemeteries
In the aftermath of the Civil War a series of 
NATIONAL CEMETERIES were built to provide a 
final resting place for those who had honorably 
served. Now totaling 147 sites throughout the 
country, it is a curious artifact of history and 
geography that Chicago has no national cemetery 
of its own. The rapid growth of Chicago resulted in 
a dense urban landscape that was unable to 
accommodate the “garden cemeteries” favored by 
the National Cemetery Administration. And so the 
same urban condition that created the 
HIGH-RISE SKYSCRAPER will result in the 
birth of the DEEP-PLUNGE MAUSOLEUM.

Deep-Plunge Mausoleum
As traditionally defined a CEMETERY is a place where remains 
are buried under ground whereas a MAUSOLEUM is an 
aboveground structure built to contain remains. The 
Deep-Plunge Mausoleum combines these two burial types into 
a hybrid system that allows remains to be interred in the 
ground but at a much higher density. This new type of 
mausoleum can also be constructed under an existing 
structure whose design can act as an architectural starting 
point. view from the Reflecting Pool up towards the illuminated dome

the view across the Multilevel Crypt

the Upper Chapel provides an appropriately somber setting for “graveside” services
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